
 

ACE COMPLETES EXPANSION PROJECT WITH US PHARMACEUTICALS FIRM  

 

ACE Refrigeration, a Glasgow based refrigeration and cold room specialist,  has completed a 

large project with SAFC, the custom manufacturing and services business unit of Sigma-Aldrich 

Corporation, building a suite of seven cold rooms as part of an expansion to their Centre of 

Excellence biologics manufacturing campus in Irvine, Ayrshire.  

SAFC is recognised as a top 10 global specialty chemicals and biologics supplier to the life 

science and high technology industries and is investing in the development of a new dry powder 

manufacturing facility at the site.  

Family firm ACE, which has been serving customers since 1951, built a freezer room, a raw 

materials room and a large temperature controlled warm room as part of SAFC’s Phase I 

expansion. Phase II of the expansion followed with ACE Refrigeration installing a chill room, a 

freezer room and another large chill room, with temperatures ranging from -22°C to 25°C. 

One of only a few UK companies with the specialist knowledge, experience and ability to design 

and install these rooms, ACE Refrigeration was recently responsible for a state-of-the-art, blood 

plasma room at the new South Glasgow Hospital for NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, capable 

of maintaining lows of minus 40°.  

The team previously worked on a similar facility for the West of Scotland Blood Transfusion 

Centre at Gartnavel Hospital, and have now successfully maintained the blood bank equipment 

for more than 10 years.  

The new SAFC expansion in Irvine is the Company’s second dry powder manufacturing facility, 

and was initiated to support and strengthen SAFC’s risk management program, ensuring 

customers a secondary supply of materials is in place.  

Shane McKenzie, Sales Director at ACE Refrigeration, said: “Our previous experience put us in a 

great position and our success with the new South Glasgow Hospital and the West of Scotland 

Blood Transfusion Service facility ultimately helped to secure us the contract.” 

“We worked alongside the existing teams involved in the expansion to fulfil the bespoke 

requirements of the facility and create a durable, energy efficient and fully functioning suite of 

temperature controlled rooms. 

He added: “This is yet another great example of our diversity having already enjoyed success in 

the food production industry this year, in particular the fish and seafood sector and the meat 

industry.” 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 

 ACE Refrigeration has been specialists in the design, installation, service and maintenance 
of commercial/light industrial refrigeration and air conditioning systems for more than 60 
years. 
 

 ACE Refrigeration has carried out major design and installation projects for cold rooms and 
freezer rooms, ice generators, chilled production facilities and blast chillers and freezers for 
food processors, dairy companies, the fish and seafood industry, the meat business and fruit 
and vegetable sectors throughout the country.  

 
 We are manufacturer independent and work with customers to offer bespoke refrigeration 

solutions and complete turnkey packages which best meet their needs. We also offer 
indemnified designs with a focus on energy savings of up to 25% over traditional 
applications, incorporating temperature monitoring systems. 

 
 ACE Refrigeration teams work predominantly across Scotland and Northern England but 

have also ventured as far as Chad, Gabon, Kazakhstan, the Falkland Islands and France. 
 
 The use of virgin R22 gas is already prohibited and the use of recycled and/or reclaimed gas 

will be prohibited after 31st Dec 2014. Best options for its replacement depend on a number 
of factors including the age and state of equipment. 

 
 We are currently helping a number of clients with their R22 Replacement plans and have 

been able to secure substantial grant funding for the replacement and renewal of outdated 
plant. 

 

 

 

For further information please contact Natalie McShane on 0141 556 7691 or 07966 100 341 or 

at nmcshane@acerefrigeration.co.uk 

Visit our website www.acerefrigeration.co.uk 
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